Archimandrite Nektarios showed much zeal both for preaching the word of God,
and for the beauty of God’s house. He greatly beautified the Church of Saint
Nicholas in Cairo, and years later, when Nektarios was in Athens, Saint Nicholas
appeared to him in a dream, embracing him and telling him he was going
to exalt him very high. On January 15, 1889, in the same Church of Saint
Nicholas, Nektarios was consecrated Metropolitan of the Pentapolis in eastern
Libya, which was under the jurisdiction of Alexandria. Although Nektarius’ swift
ascent through the degrees of ecclesiastical office did not affect his modesty and
childlike innocence, it aroused the envy of lesser men, who convinced the elderly
Sophronios that Nektarios had it in his heart to become Patriarch. Since the
people loved Nektarios, the Patriarch was troubled by the slanders. On May 3,
1890, Sophronios relieved Metropolitan Nektarios of his duties; in July of the
same year, he commanded Nektarios to leave Egypt. Without seeking to avenge
or even to defend himself, the innocent Metropolitan left for Athens, where he
found that accusations of immorality had arrived before him. Because his good
name had been soiled, he was unable to find a position worthy of a bishop, and
in February of 1891 accepted the position of provincial preacher in Euboia; then,
in 1894, he was appointed dean of the Rizarios Ecclesiastical School in Athens.
Through his eloquent sermons his unwearying labours to educate fitting men for
the priesthood, his generous alms deeds despite his own poverty, and the holi-
ness, meekness, and fatherly love that were manifest in him, he became a shining
light and a spiritual guide to many. At the request of certain pious women, in
1904 he began the building of his convent of the Holy Trinity on the island of
Aegina while yet dean of the Rizarios School; finding later that his presence
there was needed, he took up his residence on Aegina in 1908, where he spent
the last years of his life, devoting himself to the direction of his convent and to
very intense prayer; he was sometimes seen lifted above the ground while rapt
in prayer. He became the protector of all Aegina, through his prayers delivering
the island from drought, healing the sick, and casting out demons. Here also
he endured wicked slanders with singular patience, forgiving his false accusers
and not seeking to avenge himself. Although he had already worked wonders in
life, an innumerable multitude of miracles have been wrought after his repose in
1920 through his holy relics, which for many years remained incorrupt. There
is hardly a malady that has not been cured through his prayers; but Saint Nek-
tarios is especially renowned for his healings of cancer for sufferers in all parts
of the world.
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7th SUNDAY OF LUKE. Tone 5.
Onesiphorus and Porphyrius of Ephesus, Matrona, Abbess of
Constantinople, Theoktisti of the Isle of Lesbos, Nektarius the
Wonderworker, Metropolitan of Pentapolis, Symeon the Translator

Epistle Reading
Ephesians 5:8-19

Prokeimenon in Tone I

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us as we have put our hope in Thee.
Verse: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous; praise becometh the just.

Brethren, walk as children of light (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness
and righteousness and truth), proving what is acceptable to the Lord; and have
no communion with the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them;
for it is a shame even to speak of the things which they do in secret. But all
things when they are exposed are made manifest by the light, for everything
that is made manifest is light. Therefore he says: “Awake, O sleeper, and
arise from the dead, and Christ will shine upon thee.” See then that you walk
circumspectly, not as unite, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days
are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord
is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with
the Spirit; speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and chanting in your heart to the Lord.

Alleluia.

Verse 1: It is God who avengeth me, and who subdueth the peoples under me.
Verse 2: He magnifieth the salvations of the King and shows mercy unto His
anointed, unto David and his seed for evermore.



Gospel Reading
Luke (8:41-56)

At that time, a man named Jairus came, and he was a ruler of the synagogue.
He fell down at Jesus’ feet and begged him to come to his house because he had
an only daughter, about twelve years old, who was dying. But as Jesus went,
the crowd pressed against him. There was a woman who had a flow of blood
for twelve years and who had spent all she had on physicians, but she could not
be healed by any. She came behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak.
Immediately, the flow of her blood stopped. Jesus said, “Who touched me?” As
everyone was denying it, Peter and those with him said, “Master, the people are
crowding and pressing against you, jand you ask, ‘Who touched me?;’” But Jesus
said, “Someone has touched me, for I perceived that power has gone out from
me.” When the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came forth trembling.
Falling down before Jesus, in the presence of all the people, she confessed to him
why she had touched him, and how she had immediately been healed. He said to
her, “Daughter, be of good cheer! Your faith has made you well. Go in peace.”
While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the ruler of the synagogue’s
house, saying to him, “Your daughter is dead. Do not trouble the Teacher.” But
when Jesus heard it, he answered him, “Do not be afraid! Only believe, and she
will be healed.” When Jesus arrived at the house, he did not allow anyone to
enter in, except Peter, John, and James, as well as the father of the child and
her mother. All were weeping and mourning the girl, but Jesus said, “Do not
weep! She is not dead, but sleeping.” But they mocked him, knowing that she
was dead. Jesus put them all outside, and taking the girl by the hand, he called,
“Child, arise!” Her spirit returned, and she immediately got up. He ordered
that something to eat should be given to her. Her parents were amazed, but he
commanded them to tell no one what had been done.
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Troparion of the Resurrection. Tone 5.

Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father
and the Spirit, born for our salvation from the Virgin; for He willed to be lifted
up on the Crosss in the flesh, to endure death, and to raise the dead by His
glorious Resurrection.

St Nektarios
Troparion

O ye faithful, let us honor Nektarios, as a godly servant of Christ, the offspring
of Sylivria, the guardian of Aegina, the true friend of the virtues; for he poureth
forth all manner of healings upon those who piously cry aloud: glory to Christ
Who hath glorified thee. Glory to Him Who hath crowned thee.

St Martin the Merciful
Troparion

In signs and in miracles thou wast renowned throughout the land of Gaul. By
grace thou art a light for the world, O Martin, Bishop blessed of God. Deeds
of mercy and compassion filled thy life with their splendours, teaching and wise
counsel were thy riches and treasures, which still thou dost dispense freely to
those who honour thee.

St Helen
Troparion

We behold thee, glorious Helen, with thy God-inspired son, in the joys of the
kingdom of Heaven, and we magnify Christ, for he hath revealed to us thine
honoured festival, giving light more brilliant than the sun. Therefore we cry in
faith: O People, exalt Christ above all forever!

The Entrance of the Theotokos
Kontakion

The most pure temple of the Saviour, the very precious chamber and Virgin,
the sacred treasure of the glory of God, is presented today in the house of the
Lord. She bringeth with her the grace of the Spirit, which the angels of God do
praise. She is the heavenly tabernacle.

St Nektarios

Saint Nektarios was born in Selyvria of Thrace on October 1, 1846. After putting
himself through school in Constantinople with much hard labour, he became a
monk on Chios in 1876, receiving the monastic name of Lazarus; because of his
virtue, a year later he was ordained deacon, receiving the new name of Nektarios.
Under the patronage of Patriarch Sophronios of Alexandria, Nektarios went to
Athens to study in 1882; completing his theological studies in 1885, he went to
Alexandria, where Patriarch Sophronios ordained him priest on March 23, 1886
in the Cathedral of Saint Sabbas, and in August of the same year, in the Church
of Saint Nicholas in Cairo, made him Archimandrite.



